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Complete and thoughtful answers to these questions will earn you 0.30 CEU credits toward the 
Cultural Competency Certificate.  
 

1. How would you describe Samantha Hughes? As a 17-year-old, is her voice strong or engaging 
enough to carry the weight of this novel? Has Bobbie Ann Mason created a convincing 
teenager? Do you find her interests dull/ordinary? If so, why do you think Mason might have 
chosen such a character to tell the story? 

2. In what way does the family’s neglect of Dwayne parallel America’s neglect – even amnesia – 
of the Vietnam War itself? Why has that particular war, and its veterans, been so difficult to 
acknowledge? 

3. Describe Sam’s uncle Emmett and the toll the Vietnam War has taken on him, as well as his 
three friends. Why don’t they talk about the war? 

4. What does Emmett mean when he says, “There’s something wrong with me. I’m damaged. It’s 
like something in the center of my heart is gone and I can’t get it back”? Can that statement 
be true of other veterans returning from other wars? 

5. Mason depicts an American culture that revolves around cable television and shopping malls. 
What effect has that consumer culture had on the country? 
 

 
 

Please attach this sheet with your answers!   
If you do not turn this sheet in with your answers, you WILL NOT get credit! 

 

Return completed answers by April 28, 2018 to: Dr. Cassandra Spieles, South 
Campus J-360-3 or Center Campus C-164 during normal business hours. 


